1EVAM©1E]LICA1.  MAdAZIME 

AS[D  G08PEL  ADVOCATE. 


**  I  AM  SET  FOR  THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL. - PROVE  ALL  THINGS;  HOLD  FAST  THAT  WHICH  IS  GOOD.”  67.  Paul. 

VoL  m.  [New  Series.)  UTICA,  N.  SATURDAY,  AUGUST  4,  1832.  Number  31. 


.THK  PUEACIIER. 

SERjnON . NO.  XVI. 

BT  WILLIAM  I.  REESE,  East  BloomficId,  N.  Y. 

“  Wherelbre  doth  a  living  man  compiain  1  a  man  Ibr 
the  punislimeot  o(  bis  sins  f’— Lam.  iii :  39. 

The  great  diversity  of  religious  belief 
which  prevails,  even  among  enlightened  na¬ 
tions  and  Christian  communities,  has  given 
rise  to  so  many  different  creeds  and  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith,  which  claim  to  state  defi¬ 
nitely,  or  considerably  so,  tlie  views  of  each 
and  of  all,  that  we  cannot  be  supposed  to  do 
them  wilful  injustice  in  our  aniinadversions, 
especially  if  we  follow  their  own  records. 

It  is  the  furthest  from  my  desires  to 
heighten  or  exaggerate  the  errors  of  our 
species,  whether  religious  or  otherwise. — 
We  all  have  enough  lying  at  our  own  doors 
about  which  we  may  profitably  concern 
ourselves,  without  dealing  in  censures  upon 
others. 

But  in  conceding  all  this,  whicli  I  do 
most  cheerfully,  we  should  never  be  indif¬ 
ferent  to  the  well-lieing  of  society  so  far  as 
to  pass  in  silence  such  errors  as  are  hostile 
not  only  to  the  records  of  immortal  truth, 
but  to  our  dearest  interests  and  our  fondest 
hopes.  W e  must  therefore,  reserve  to  our¬ 
selves  the  riirht  to  use  much  plainness  of 
speech  in  attempting  to  answ'cr  tlic  question 
propounded  in  our  text,  “  Hhertfore  doth  a 
liuing  man  complain  ?  a  man  for  the  pun¬ 
ishment  of  hi$  sins 

It  is  right,  that  we  should  have  our  af¬ 
fections  so  ordered  as  to  meet  witli  firmness 
and  fortitude  the  various  trials  of  life,  and 
submit  to  them  without  a  murmur.  And 
perhaps  we  should  have  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  most  men  thus  reconciled  to  misfor¬ 
tune  and  afllictions,  if  they  had  just  and  in¬ 
telligible  notions  of  the  object  for  whitli 
they  are  permitted,  and  the  issue  to  which 
they  will  tend. 

We  cati  scarcely  imagine,  that  any  man 
is  by  nature  fittetl  to  contemplate  misery  in 
others  with  pleasure  to  himself,  or  to  be  in 
any  degree  regardless  of  his  own  happiness. 

No  man  hateth  his  own  flesh,” — nor  are 
any  organized  by  their  Creator  to  loutlie 
their  fellow-creatures.  Should  any  such 
disposition  be  found,  we  may  be  assured  it 
has  been  contracted  by  dint  of  education  and 
the  force  of  eircumsuinces.  Vit  it  is  noto¬ 
rious,  that  considerable  variety  is  di.scovc- 
rable  in  the  temper,  habits  and  feelings  of 
our  species.  This  variety,  so  far  as  it  is 
natural,  is  undoubtedly  what  it  should  be. 
In  this  life  we  are  suliject  to  pains,  diseas<^ 
and  death  ;  and  while  the  sensibilities  of 
some  persons  are  so  extremely  acute  and 
delicate,  that  they  cannot  endure  the  sight 
of  convulsive  uaiiis  in  men  nor  in  animals. 


—others  can  endure  it  apparently  without  I 
emotions  of  any  kind.  This  diversity,  we  ' 
believe,  is  proper  and  necessary,  in  itself  | 
considered. 

We  are  aware  however,  that  these  fine 
sensibilities  of  nature,  a  share  of  which  we  ; 
all  have,  may  be  allowed  such  a  direction,  ! 
when  uncontrolled  by  the  firmer  attributes  j 
of  reason  and  discretion,  as  to  plunge  us  in-  I 
to  much  unnecessary  pain,  and  often  make  | 
us  culpably  indulgent  of  ourselves  and  of 
others,  when  a  rational  sternness  and  rigidi¬ 
ty  would  be  far  better.  W  hile  on  the  other 
hand,  that  stouter  nature,  which  was  be¬ 
stowed  on  men  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
and  enduring  personal  toils  and  pains,  and 
of  contributing  to  the  aid  of  the  wretched, 
is  too  frequently  suflered  to  degenerate  into 
indiflerenee  to  the  miseries  of  mankind,  and 
often  into  cruelty.  This  deplorable  efl’ect 
may  be  the  consequence  of  bad  example,  or 
of  cruel  treatment.  Where  this  principle 
of  nature  is  strongly  possessed,  (and  it  is 
undeniable,  that  some  have  it  more  power¬ 
ful  than  others, )  it  is  all-important  that  it 
should  have  the  direction  given  it  fur  ivhicli 
it  was  designed.  An  exhibition  of  disre¬ 
gard  or  indiflerenee  to  suffering,  often  re¬ 
peated,  will,  almost  inevitably  incline  to  the 
same  feeling  in  those  in  whom  a  kindred  I 
firmness  is  found — unless  counterbalancing  ' 
examples  of  mercy  prevail  at  the  same  time. 

In  the  various  reformers,  so  called,  who 
have  flourished  in  diflerent  ages,  in  the 
Christian  church,  these  feelings  and  tem¬ 
peraments  have  been  more  or  less  conspicu¬ 
ous.  An  improper  and  vicious  education 
hud  prevailed  over  all  grades  of  society,  and 
the  worst  of  examples  had  exerted  all  tiicir 
influence.  The  history  of  these  ages,  dur¬ 
ing  which  Christianity  existed  only  in 
name,  while  every  sticred  'precept,  and 
wholesome  model  of  conduct  were  swept 
from  the  ranks  and  the  records  of  nearly 
the  whole  community,  is  replete  with  the 
details  of  human  coriuption  and  tnoral  de¬ 
generacy.  From  this  almost  universal 
(thaus,  some  few  stars  of  moderate  magni¬ 
tude,  and  feeble  splendor  shone  out,  and 
cast  some  imperfect  beams  “  athwart  the 
gloom  profound,”  and  indicated  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  day.  Reformers  sprung  up,  and 
loudly  inveighed  ag.Tinst  the  prevailing 
abuses,  fc-omc  mtired  from  the  world  in 
secret  contemplation,  where  in  the  seques¬ 
tered  shades  of  silence  they  matured  the  re¬ 
ligion  they  intended  offering  to  mankind. — 
Their  acute  and  timid  sensibilities  would  not 
suffer  tiicni  to  breast  the  consequences 
which  would  inevitably  attend  an  open  rup¬ 
ture,  or  palpable  measures  of  reform.  And 
though,  on  account  of  the  unobtrusive  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  attempted  to  improve  the 


moral  condition  of  their  brethren,  they 
gained  but  few  disciples,  their  followers, 
very  generally,  were  like  themselves,  mild, 
forbearing  and  merciful,  because  they  sought 
to  develope  and  call  into  exercise  their  best 
powers  and  passions,  and  quell  those  that 
were  boisterous  and  turbulent. 

But  other  reformers  arose,  whom  nature 
had  highly  gifted,  but  who  were  posses¬ 
sed  of  warm  temperament  and  vehemetit 
passions.  Other  qualifications  indeed  they 
possessed,  which  might  have  been  cultiva¬ 
ted,  and  given  a  character  of  mildness  and 
moderation  to  their  whole  religious  career. 
But  their  more  rugged  feelings  obtained  the 
ascendency  in  the  commencement  of  their 
opposition  to  the  corruptions  which  prevail¬ 
ed  in  the  church, and  held  the  rudder  through 
all  the  storm.  Their  conduct,  as  well  as 
their  writings,  shows,  tliat  they  were  quite 
generally  under  the  influence  of  very  warm 
passions,  and  seemed  to  dread  nothing,  and 
shrink  from  nothing,  which  would  prove 
subservient  to  their  designs.  T'heir  reli¬ 
gious  faith  teas,  for  the  most  part,  formed 
before  they  abandoned  the  mother  church, 
and  it  teas  of  that  cruel  character,  tckich 
accorded  icith  their  excited  feelings, — a 
faith  to  tchich  their  worst  passions  could  bid 
a  hearty  tcekome.  The  faith  which  they 
possessed  was  thrown  into  a  form  or  sys- 
I  tern,  and  this  w  ork  was  likewise  done  under 
1  the  .same  influences  by  which  their  warm 
and  determined  opposition  was  carried  on 
against  the  Romish  Church.  From  such 
a  state  of  feeling  we  could  not  look  for 
much  benevolence,  nor  the  best  and  mildest 
religious  code.  But  the  creed  which  was 
novv  drawn  uj),  with  some  slight  verbal  va¬ 
riations,  is  substantially  that  which  has  ob¬ 
tained  the  outward  saiTction  of  a  very  large 
proportion  of  Christendom.  The  impetu¬ 
ous  leaders  in  these  momentous  concerns, 
which  by  the  way  have  proved  a  blessing 
1  It)  the  world,  and  to  us,  had  their  favorites 
i  on  wlioiu  they  lavished  their  smiles  of  ap¬ 
probation,  and  they  loo  hastily  imagined, 

I  that  the  impartial  Father  of  the  spirits 
j  of  all  flesh,  had  also  his  favorite  one.*, 

.  on  whom  he  had  purposed  to  l>estuw  his 
mercy  and  salvation  to  the  indiscriminate 

and  eteriuU  exclusion  of  all  the  residue. _ 

The  substance  of  their  creed  was  embraced 
in  the  articles  which  I  will  here  present 
j  you,  extracted  from  a  work  in  very  general 
!  use,  and  whicli  you  may  be  assured,  are 
i  very  nearly  a  correct  transcriptof  the  present 
I  prevailing  opinion. 

j  ••  1.  They  maintain  that  God  hath  cho- 
I  sen  a  certain  number  of  the  fallen  race  of 
j  Adam  in  Christ,  beforq  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  unto  eternal^o^.  according  to 
>  his  immutable  purpose,  and  of  his  free 
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grace  and  love,  without  the  least  foresight 
of  faith,  good  works,  or  any  conditions  ’per¬ 
formed  by  the  creature,  and  that  the  rest  of 
mankind  he  was  pleased  to  pass  by,  and  or¬ 
dain  to  dishonor  and  wrath  for  their  sins,  to 
the  praise  of  his  vindictive  justice. 

*•  2.  That  though  the  death  of  Christ  be 
a  most  perfect  sacritlce,  and  sutisfactiun  for 
sins,  of  infinite  value,  abundantly  sufficient 
to  expiate  the  sins  of  the  whole  world  ;  and 
though  on  this  ground,  the  Gospel  is  to  be 
preached  to  all  mankind  indiscriminately ; 
yet  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  Christ,  by 
the  blood  of  the  cross,  should  effectually  re¬ 
deem  all  those,  and  those  only,  who  were 
from  eternity  elected  to  salvation,  and  given 
to  him  by  the  Father. 

“  3.  That  mankind  are  totally  depraved, 
in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  the  first  man, 
who  being  their  public  head,  his  sin  involv¬ 
ed  the  corruption  of  all  his  posterity ;  and 
which  corruption  extends  over  the  whole 
soul,  and  renders  it  unable  to  turn  to  God, 
or  to  do  any  thing  truly  good,  and  exposes 
it  to  his  righteous  displeasure,  both  in  this 
world,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 

“  4.  That  all  whom  God  hath  predesti¬ 
nated  unto  life,  he  is  pleased  in  his  appoint¬ 
ed  time,  effectually  to  call  by  his  word  and 
spirit,  out  of  that  state  of  sin  and  death,  in 
which  they  are  by  nature,  to  grace  and  sal¬ 
vation  by  Jesus  Christ.”  And 

”  5.  That  those  whom  God  hath  effectu¬ 
ally  called,  and  sanctified  by  his  spirit,  shall 
never  finally  fall  from  a  state  of  grace.” — 
Buck’s  Art.  Calvinists. 

Now  it  is  not  possible,  in  the  nature  of 
man.and  of  things.for  all  men  to  approve  and 
adopt  this  system  of  belief.  The  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  mind  in  millions  of  instances  for¬ 
bids  it.  The  tender  sensibilities  of  our  na¬ 
ture,  and  our  native  impressions  of  justice 
and  goodness,  render  these  opinions  unwel¬ 
come  and  revolting  to  our  hearts — nor  do  all 
who  subscribe  to,  inwardly  approve  them, 
nor  do  we  think  that  any  can.  For  it  must 
require  a  flinty  nature  indeed  to  take  plea¬ 
sure  in  a  system  of  faith  so  perfectly  re¬ 
plete  with  horror.  And  we  rej<iice  that 
there  are  hardly  any  so  far  departed  f'om 
feelings  of  benevolence  as  to  delight  in  a 
doom  so  awful  as  that  which  they  believe 
awaits  a  vast  many  of  our  race.  The  de¬ 
sires  and  prayers  of  all  devout  and  serious 
minds,  are,  that  grace  may  universally 
reign  and  triumph.  Hence  the  hypothesis 
which  is  proclaimed  to  the  world  as  the  only 
Gospel,  but  to  which  no  minds  are  perfect¬ 
ly  reconciled,  must,  in  a  greater  or  less  de¬ 
gree,  produce  murmurs  and  complaints  in 
all. 

Admitting,  then,  that  the  articles  of  faith 
which  have  been  given,  express  the  proper 
condition  of  man— the  predestinating  grace 
of  God.  and  a  faithful  compendium  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ— but  with  which  no  be¬ 
nevolent  mind  is  pleasetl — let  us  here,  once 
for  all,  raise  the  inquiry  in  our  text, 
••  Wherefore  doth  a  living  man  complain? 
a  man  for  the  punishment  of  his  sins  ?" 

Here  the  most  of  men  are  ready  to  reply. 
We  complain,  because,  if  God  from  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  chose  a  certain 


number  of  the  fallen  race  of  Adam  in  Chris,! 
and  at  the  same  time  was  pleased  to  pass  by 
the  rest,  and  ordain  them  to  dishonor  and 
wrath,  for  their  sins,  to  the  praise  of  his 
vindictive  justice,  God  made  this  difference 
among  men  before  be  created  them,  and 
therefore  before  they  could  do  good  or  evil. 
Our  sins  must  hence  have  been  prospective, 
as  they  bad  no  real  existence.  And  the 
vindictive  workings  of  divine  wrath  must 
have  been  owing  to  his  own  perfections 
which  enabled  him  to  foresecihe  sinfulness 
of  his  creatures  in  prospect.  Men  complain 
of  the  punishment  of  their  sins,  because, 
in  order  to  make  this  difference  among  the 
species  before  they  had  a  being,  the  Al¬ 
mighty  must  have  determined,  that  mankind 
should  sin,  and  involve,  at  least,  a  portion 
of  our  race  in  endless,  excruciating  wo. — 
For  God  could  not  have  purposed  from  eter¬ 
nity  to  pass  by,  and  ordain  any  to  dishonor 
and  wrath,  without  the  occasion  to  do  so¬ 
und  that  occasion  was  sin  not  yet  committed, 
but  in  the /utare  r/ete  of  the  all-comprehen¬ 
sive  mind  of  Deity.  Men  complain,  not 
only  because  this  w  as  permitted  with  cold 
indifference  to  the  immortal  interests  of  our 
species,  but  on  account  of  its  being  an  ab¬ 
solute  and  immoveable  purpose  of  the  Eter¬ 
nal,  that  sin  and  suffering  should  certainly 
and  endlessly  continue. 

2.  Mankind  feel  a  disposition  to  mur¬ 
mur,  and  do  ollen  complain,  when  they  re¬ 
flect  upon  their  probable  awful  doom  which 
awaits  them  in  eternity,  and  consider,  that 
Almighty  power,  wisdom  and  goodness, 
could  have  prevented  the  causes  which  led 
to  a  catastrophe  so  horrid — but  did  not. — 
However  submissive  they  may  think  they 
are,  when  they  contemplate  this  subject, 
they  will  find  it  impossible  to  bring  their 
minds  to  acquiesce  in  so  much  unnecessary 
and  thankless  misery,  without  permitting 
their  finer  feelings  of  benevolence  to  rise 
against  it  and  utter  complaints  and  groans, 
in  view  of  a  prospect  so  appalling.  Why 
so  many  sighs  and  tears,  while  dwelling  on 
this  very  subject,  if  all  is  well,  and  all  minds 
are  reconciled  ?  W by  those  piercing  shrieks 
and  doleful  lamentations,  if  it  is  believed 
there  is  no  cause  for  complaint  1  If  the 
worst  that  is  expected  be  necessarily  what 
it  should  be — if  it  is  conceded  to  be  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  righteous  law  of  God,  why  are 
complaints  and  murmurs  heard  1 

3.  Men  complaih  on  account  of  the  pun¬ 
ishment  of  their  sins,  because  original 
transgression  has  been  made  their  own  by 
imputation,  which  subjects  them  to  endure 
afflictions  for  the  sinful  acts  of  another.  It 
is  beyond  human  power  and  comprehension 
to  see  any  justice,  necessity  or  propriety 
which  can  be  urged  in  palliation  of  a  pur¬ 
pose  so  apparently  vindictive,  as  that  which 
could  pronounce  and  entail,  unremitting 
and  interminable  anguish  upon  a  number- 
leas  posterity  for  the  faults  of  a  progenitor. 
And  inasmuch  ns  no  created  genius  can  un¬ 
ravel  the  labyrinth  of  that  conduct  ascribed 
to  God  which  is  so  much  unlike  any  thing 
that  could  flow  from  the  compassionate 
Heart  of  a  benevolent  earthly  parent,  our 
imperfect  natural  sympathies  tremble  and 


weep  while  we  worship  under  the  intolera¬ 
ble  load. 

4.  ('omplaints  have  been  and  are  put  up, 
from  feeling  and  devout  hearts,  under  the 
impression,  that  infinite  excruciating  con¬ 
sequences  will  flow  from  personal  sins,  as 
well  as  from  imputed  corruption  or  inborn 
depravity.  So  that  there  seems  to  be  no 
possibility  of  escape  from  the  pitiful  and 
perilous  condition  of  sinful  man.  Who  can 
avoid  commiserating  the  sadness  and  the 
gloom  which  deck  in  deep  mourning  the 
(countenances  of  fond  and  compassionate 
mothers,  and  of  the  most  pious  members  of 
community?  They  may  not  often  com¬ 
plain  so  as  to  be  heard  by  mortal  ears,  but 
they  incessantly  pour  their  silent  sighs  and 
groans  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Saba- 
oth !  They  feel  no  positive  security  lor 
thousands,  and  they  weep  over  the  awful 
doom  of  their  sons  and  their  daughters. 

5.  There  is  still  another  cause  on  account 
of  which  men  complain  fur  the  punishment 
of  their  sins.  However  irrational  may  be 
our  religious  opinions,  we  can  no  more  sti¬ 
fle  the  risings  of  reason  than  we  can  pre¬ 
vent  thought.  A  nd  if  the  separating  line 
between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  were 
drawn  from  eternity,  and  definitely  and  un¬ 
alterably  settled,  we  cannot  resist  the  con¬ 
viction,  that  the  means  were  as  certainly 
fixed  as  the  end.  Consequently  all  the 
actions  of  men,  for  which  they  were  passed 
by  and  ordained  to  dishonor  and  wrath  be¬ 
fore  they  existed,  must  have  been  irrevoca¬ 
bly  determined  to  complete  their  wretched¬ 
ness  and  reprobation.  Men  (mmplain.thcre- 
fore,  because  they  are  consigned  to  punish¬ 
ment  for  sins  which  they  are  taught  to  be¬ 
lieve  they  cannot  avoid.  And  oAen  feeling 
their  proneness  to  iniquity  under  the  im¬ 
pression  that  their  worst,  as  well  as  their 
best  actions  were  decreed  by  Heaven,  des¬ 
pair  wears  out  a  life  of  suflerings  too  big  for 
endurance,  or  their  speculations  end  in  in¬ 
fidelity. 

In  this  portraiture  of  faith  whose  color¬ 
ing  we  have  nut  aimed  to  exaggerate,  we 
certainly  see  sufficient  cause  why  a  living 
man  should  complain  for  the  punishment  of 
his  sins.  For  as  infinite  power  and  skill 
cannot  bring  good  out  of  endlessly  enduring 
and  positive  evil,  no  good  could  have  been 
intended  in  its  production.  This  sentiment 
is  not  only  the  occasion  of  much  complaint 
and  pungent  grief — of  many  sighs  and  tears 
and  anxieties,  in  time,  that  cause  our  hearts 
to  bleed  for  the  unnecessary  woes  and  pains 
of  our  brethren — but  we  must  look  further 
— we  must  contemplate  the  [countless  mil¬ 
lions  of  wretched  souls,  who,  in  the  eternal 
world,  will  not  only  complain,  in  the  inten¬ 
sity  of  their  anguish  and  the  bitterness  of 
their  grief,  but  we  are  told  they  will  then  be 
employed  in  blaspheming  their  Creator, 
while  they  shall  rave  in  the  deepest  agony, 
through  the  round  of  unceasing  ages. 

Were  we  to  adopt  this  sentiment  as  tlie 
truth,  how  should  we  answer  the  question — 
Why  should  a  living  man  complain  for  the 
punishment  of  his  sins  ?  Could  any  be  at  a 
loss  for  a  reply  ?  No.most  certainly  not.  We 
have  seen  the  extremes  to  which  the  mind 
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must  run  on  this  appalling  subject,  and  from 
which  nothing  can  deliver  but  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesus.  And  by  turning  to  our  con¬ 
text  we  shall  see,  that  the  prophet’s  object 
in  making  the  inquiry,  was  to  show  the  im¬ 
propriety  and  injustice  of  complaint  in 
man  on  account  of  his  chastisements.  He 
gays,  “  The  Lord  will  not  cast  off  forever. 
But  though  he  cause  grief,  yet  will  he  have 
compassion  according  to  the  multitude  of  his 
mercies.  For  he  doth  not  aiBict  willingly, 
nor  grieve  the  children  of  men.  To  crush 
under  his  feet  all  the  prisoners  of  the  earth, 
to  turn  aside  the  right  of  a  man  before  the 
face  of  the  Most  High,  to  subvert  a  man  in 
his  cause,  the  Lord  approreth  not.  Who 
is  he  tkatsaith,  and  it  cometh  to  pass,  when 
the  Lord  commandeth  it  not  ?  Out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Most  High  proceedeth  nut 
evil  and  good.  Wherefore  doth  a  living 
man  complain,  a  man  for  the  punishment 
of  his  sins  ?  Let  us  search  and  try  our 
ways,  and  turn  again  to  the  Lord.”  31-40. 

This  is  the  language  of  inspiration.  How 
perfectly  soothing  to  the  mind  are  the  re¬ 
freshings  of  truth  and  grace,  when  it  has 
long  been  wandering  in  the  mazes  of  error 
and  delusion,  seeking  rest  and  finding  none  ! 
Rely  upon  it,  my  brethren,  every  transgres¬ 
sion  and  disobedience  shall  meet  a  full  re¬ 
compense — there  is  no  truth  mure  clearly 
taught  by  the  inspirations  of  heaven  than 
this.  But  we  have  the  rich  assurance,  that 
**  the  Lord  will  not  cast  off  forever.” 

In  concluding,  suffer  me  once  more  to 
repeat  the  question,  Wherefore  doth  a  living 
man  complain?  We  reply.  It  is  because  he 
is  ignorant  or  unbelieving,  as  to  the  object 
for  which  he  is  chastised. 

Let  us  not  forget  the  exhortation  that 
speaks  to  us  as  to  children,  “  My  son,  des¬ 
pise  not  thou  the  chastening  of  the  Lord, 
neither  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  by 
him.  For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chas- 
tenelh.  and  scour geth  every  son  whom  he  re- 
ceiveth.  If  ye  endure  chastening,  God 
dealeth  with  you  as  with  sons ;  for  what 
son  is  he  whom  the  father  chastiseth  not  ? 
But  if  ye  be  without  chastisement,  whereof 
all  are  partakers,  then  are  ye  illegitimate 
children  and  not  sons.  Furthermore,  we 
have  had  fathers  of  our  flesh  who  chastened 
us  and  we  gave  them  reverence ;  shall  we 
not  much  rather  be  in  subjection  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  spirits  and  live  ?  For  they  verily 
for  a  few  days  chastened  us  afler  their  own 
pleasure  ;  but  he  for  our  profit,  that  we 
might  be  partakers  of  his  holiness.  Now 
no  chastening  for  the  present  seemeth  to  be 
joyous,  but  grievous  ;  nevertheless,  afler- 
wards  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruits  of 
righteousness  unto  them  who  are  exercised 
thereby.”  Heb.  xii :  5-11. 

Let  men  believe  the  Gospel  with  the 
whole  heart,  and  bring  all  their  affections 
under  its  influence — let  them  adopt  the  sen¬ 
timent  which  reveals  the  design  of  infinite 
mercy  in  their  chastisement,  and  see  tliat 
all  things  shall  Anally  work  together  for 
good,  and  they  would  heed  the  divine  ad¬ 
monition  to  cease  to  do  evil  and  learn  to  do 
well,  that  they  might  experience  that  holi¬ 
ness  which  is  the  end  of  correction. 


And  in  the  light  of  this  animating  truth, 
seeing  that  we  are  all  subject  to  the  com¬ 
mon  burdens  of  mortal  life,  let  ns  piously 
seek  to  soflen  its  woes  and  ills  by  being 
reconciled  to  God  and  his  providence. — 
Amen.  _ 

[For  the  Magatim  and  Mvoeatd.j 

A  LETTER 

TO  REV.  SAMUEL  JOSEPH  C.  F.  FREY. 

Boooville,  July  10, 183S). 

Rev.  Sir — The  apology  1  have  for  ad¬ 
dressing  you  in  this  public  manner,  being  a 
stranger,  is  this  :  You  are  a  transient 
preacher,  which  renders  a  personal  inter¬ 
view  inconvenient,  if  not  impracticable; 
and  besides,  the  novelty  of  a  Jew  educated 
under  the  Mosaic  law  and  rituals,  convert¬ 
ed  to  Christianity,  and  proclaiming  the 
Gospel,  as  you  profess  is  the  case  with 
yourself,  is  a  circumstance  of  sufficient  in¬ 
terest  to  attract  at  all  times  a  large  congre¬ 
gation  of  all  denominations.  Consequently, 
whatever  you  advance,  goes  to  the  public  at 
large,  and  if  erroneous,  may  serve  to  mis¬ 
lead  the  minds  of  many  candid  inquirers, 
and  should  therefore  meet  with  public  refu¬ 
tation.  It  is  my  present  purpose,  briefly 
to  review  the  prominent  features  of  a  dis¬ 
course  which  you  delivered  in  this  village 
on  Tuesday  aflernoon,  the  10th  inst. 

Your  text  is  found  in  Numbers  xxi :  be¬ 
ginning  at  the  4th  verse,  and  including  the 
two  succeeding  paragraphs. 

The  serpent  which  Moses  raised  in  the 
wilderness  as  an  antidote  for  those  who  had 
been  bitten  by  the  fiery  serpents,  you  con¬ 
sider  as  typical  of  the  crucifixion  of  Christ. 

I  shall  not  dispute  the  propriety  of  thus ' 
typifying  tlie  passage,  as  Jesus  himself  de¬ 
fines  it  in  his  conversation  willi  Nicode- 
mus.  John  iii :  14,  15.  “  And  as  Moses 
lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  even 
so  must  the  son  of  man  be  lifted  up ;”  &ic. 

1  shall  only  endeavor  to  expose  the  manner 
in  which  you  pervert  the  analogy,  here  in¬ 
stituted  by  the  Saviour. 

Many,  you  say,  who  weie  not  bitten 
themselves,  would  endeavor  to  persuade 
those  who  were  bitten  that  they  were  beside 
themselves,  that  they  were  not  bitten,  that 
they  needed  no  remedy,  or  that  the  remedy 
provided,  was  a  foolish  and  ineffectual  one  ; 
and  this,  you  say,  is  emblematical  of  the 
method  in  which  persons  in  these  days 
will  induce  people  to  believe,  if  they  are 
only  moral  men,  that  they  are  spiritually 
whole,  and  stand  in  no  need  of  regenera¬ 
tion  ;  or  that  the  atonement  provided  in  the 
Gospel  is  inadequate,  and  can  render  them 
no  better.  This,  Sir,  is  being  wise  above 
what  is  written.  The  scriptural  history 
gives  no  account  of  any  Israelite,  ever 
questioning  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy  pro¬ 
vided  by  Moses,  or  refusing  to  apply  it,  and 
dying  in  consequence,  as  you  assert.  On 
the  contrary,  it  simply  states,  “that  if  any 
man  was  bitten,  when  he  beheld  the  ser¬ 
pent  he  lived  and  that  the  people  imme¬ 
diately  pursued  their  journey,  and  pitched 
in  Ototh.  Neither  did  the  Saviour  inti¬ 
mate  that  any  should  finally  perish  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  rejecting  him  end  his  Gospel, 


but  on  the  contrary,  he  declares  in  John 
xii  :  32,  “  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will 
draw  all  men  unto  me.”  How  long  Sir, 
will  you  continue  thus  “  to  pervert  the  right 
ways  of  the  Lord,”  instead  of  declaring  his 
“  whole  will  and  counsel,”  as  you  ought 
to  do? 

Afler  thus  perverting  the  Scriptures  and 
wresting  it  to  your  own  deceitful  purpose, 
you  proceed  to  abuse  and  misrepresent  the 
denomination  of  Universalists.  You  had 
seen  in  your  travels,  you  said,  a  great  many 
who  were  of  this  sect.  This  I  do  not  ques¬ 
tion.  If  you  are  a  German  Jew,  as  1  un¬ 
derstand  from  your  narrative,  you  have 
doubtless  seen  these  people  in  your  own 
country,  for  there  are  few  persons  in  Ger> 
many,especially  in  the  northern  parts  of  that 
enlightened  country,  who  believe  the  hea¬ 
thenish  dogma  of  endless  misery.  Univer¬ 
salists  argue,  you  say,  that  it  would  be  cruel 
in  God  to  punish  sin  with  endless  torment. 
That  “  God  is  love,”  and  consequently  all 
will  eventually  be  saved.  This  is  correct, 
so  they  believe  and  argue.  “But”  you 
add,  “  God  all  love,  would  be  a  God  un¬ 
just.”  How  will  you  establish  the  truth  of 
this  old,  worn-out  and  absurd  proverb  ?— 

,  Are  love  and  justice  opposite  in  their  na¬ 
tures  ?  The  apostle  tells  us  that  “  he  who 
loveth  another,  hath  fulfilled  the  law.”— 
Justice  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  th* 
fulfilment  of  the  law.  It  would  seem  then 
by  Scripture,  that  justice  and  love  are  not 
opposed,  but  congenial— nay,  that  they  are 
even  one  and  the  same.  Besides,  is  not 
the  declaration  that  “God  is  love,”  as 
broad  as  possible?  We  are  not  to  under¬ 
stand  by  this  language,  that  God  is  lovely 
or  {Possesses  merely  a  great  proportion  of 
this  affection,  but  that  it  is  his  very  nature 
and  essence.  You  stated  that  Universalists 
had  often  been  very  angry  at  you  for  preach¬ 
ing  salvation  by  grace.  This  is  certainly 
a  gross  mistake!  for  Universalists  look  for 
salvation  by  grace,  and  by  grace,  purely  ; 
they  believe  that  every  man  will  be  precise¬ 
ly  rewarded  for  his  works,  whether  good 
or  evil,  and  that  salvation,  and  immortal 
life  are  the  free  gifts  conferred  impartially 
upon  all.  There  were  several  Universal¬ 
ists  at  this  time  in  your  audience,  and  yet  1 
saw  none  of  them  angry  at  you  ;  but  there 
were  some,  who,  as  your  friends  informed 
the  congregation,  that  you  relied  upon  the 
liberality  of  the  public  for  your  travelling 
expenses,  contributed  their  mite  to  aid  you 
on  your  journey,  notwithstanding  the  abuse 
they  had  just  received,  presuming,  that  like 
your  ancestors  who  crucified  the  Saviour, 
and  persecuted  the  early  Christians,  you  did 
it  ignorantly. 

Malignant  as  was  your  abuse  of  Univer¬ 
salists.  yet  it  has  not  the  merit  of  originali¬ 
ty.  The  idea  you  advanced,  that  satan  in 
the  garden  preached  the  doctrine  of  Uni- 
versalism,  in  the  declaration,  “Ye  shall 
not  surely  die,”  is  not  of  Jeivish,  but  rather 
of  Ethiopian  orimn.  Lemuel  Haynes,  a 
mulatto  man  of  Vermont,  having  published 
a  discourse  some  years  since,  on  this  text, 
designed  as  an  ironical  satire  on  Univer- 
salism,  but  which  was  ably  refuted  by  Mr. 
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Ballou,  is  the  author  of  this  charf^e.  You 
proscritw  to  Uuiversalisis,  to  cut  tlicir 
throats,  as  the  easiest  means  of  (getting  to 
heaven,  according  to  their  d(K;lrine.  In 
this,  again  you  are  loo  late  for  originality. 
The  same  or  a  similar  idea  was  suggested 
by  your  brother  in  the  faitl>,  Fllder  Clark, 
who  statedly  labors  in  Boonville,  on  a  fu¬ 
neral  occasion,  last  Winter,when  n  number 
of  Univcrsalists  were  present.  This  was 
probably  designed  as  a  tribute  of  gratitude 
to  us,  who  had  accommodated  them  with 
the  use  of  the  meetinghouse  for  tlie  services 
of  the  occasion.  These  insinuations  with 
Univcrsalists,  are  entirely  ineffectual.  The 
sincere  believer  in  Universalism,  can  say 
with  the  apostle,  “  For  me  to  live  is  Christ, 
and  to  die  is  gain.”  He  is  however  willing 
to  wait  (lod’s  appointed  time.  If  you  wish 
therefore  to  gain  converts  to  suicide,  you 
will  be  most  successful  in  preaching  your 
own  doctrine  ;  the  precious  doctrine  of  par- 
tial  election,  of  which  you  warmly  avow  ! 
yourself  an  advocate.  H  undreds,  on  em-  j 
bracing  this  sentiment,have  destroyed  them-  j 
selves  and  families,  in  consequence.  j 

There  seems  to  be  a  strange  inconsisten-  I 
cy  in  the  course  you  pursue.  You  try  to  j 
excite  great  alarm,  in  prospect  of  the  Ckole-  j 
ra,  which  you  say,is  extensively  prevailing,  i 
and  is  “a  judgment,  sent  from  God,  to  I 
sweep  the  wicked  from  the  earth.”  And  j 
yet  none  appear  so  much  disconcerted  ujwn 
the  account,  as  your  pious  Orthodox  preach¬ 
ers.  Suppose  this  pestilence  should  reach 
our  neighborhootl,  and  country  villages, 
what  evil  could  result,  if  the  doctrine  you 
preach  be  true  ?  It  certainly  could  not  add 
a  single  individual  to  tlie  number  of  the 
non-elect ;  and  as  for  the  elect,  I  should 
suppose  that  dying  of  the  Cholera  would  be 
as  easy  a  method  of  getting  to  heaven,  as 
cutting  one's  thremt. 

You  tell  us  you  were  once  a  “  Pharisee, 
and  expected  justification  by  tlie  works  of 
the  law  ;”  but  that  you  were  “  mistaken,” 
and  were  at  the  same  time  “  working  your 
way  down  to  hell.”  AVould  you  intimate 
by  this,  that  all  who  exercise  the  Jewish 
faith,  however  sincere,  are  condemned'? — 
Peter  gave  it  as  his  conviction.  Acts  x :  33, 
that  “  In  every  natioti,  he  that  fearcth  God 
and  worketh  righteousness,  is  accepted  with 
him.”  How  then  can  what  you  assert  of 
yourself  be  true,  unless  you  were  of  that 
class,  whom  the  Saviour  addresses.  Matt, 
xxiii  ;  23,  "Wo  unto  you.  Scribes  and 
Pharisees,  hypocrites  !  for  ye  pay  tithe  of 
mint,  annise  and  cummin,  and  have  omit¬ 
ted  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judg¬ 
ment,  mercy  and  faith.” 

From  Phariseeism,  you  were  convcrtcil, 
you  say,  to  Presbyterianism,  and  are  now 
a  Baptist.  You  still  seem  to  retain  many 
of  the  traditions  of  your  ancient  race.  Your 
great  preference  of  the  Old  Testament  to 
the  New,  you  manifested  in  the  early  part 
of  your  discourse  in  a  comparison.  "  The 
water”  you  say,  "  is  always  most  pure  near¬ 
est  the  fountain.”  Your  Jewish  tenacity 
for  forms  and  ceremonies  is  evinced  by 
your  elaborate  publication  on  the  subject  ofi 
Baptism.  Would  that  you  were  equally ' 


faithful  in  comprehending  and  believing  the 
sacred  promises  made  by  God  to  your  an¬ 
cient  fathers,  the  patriarchs.  That  this 
may  yet  be  the  case,  shall  be  the  prayer  of 
one  who  wishes  you  peace  and  happiness. 

A  Universalist. 

[For  iKt  Magazine  and  Advocate.[ 
ORTHODOX  PREACHERS  PREACH- 

INC  U.NI  VERBALISM  . 

Nearly  a  year  ago,  Mr.  Kimball,  of  Ley¬ 
den,  was  called  to  preach  a  sermon  in 
Boonville,  at  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Jackson, 
of  the  latter  place  ;  and  as  I  felt  it  my  duty 
i  to  "  mourn  with  tliose  that  mourn,”  I  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting,  feeling  a  candid  and 
j  prayerful  desire  to  be  profited  by  the  occa¬ 
sion. 

Mr.  K.  chose  the  words  of  Paul,— -2  Cor. 
iv  :  17.  "  For  our  light  affliction,  which 

is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glo¬ 
ry,”  as  a  proper  text  for  the  mournful  occa¬ 
sion — and  1  was  fully  persuaded  that,  in  the 
manner  he  improved  it,  the  subject  was 
very  suitable — for  in  the  first  department 
of  his  discourse,  he  said,  that  the  saints  or 
believers  were  afflicted  only  for  their  good, 
and  that  infinite  goo<lnes8,  designed  in  every 
affliction  to  confer  a  favor,  either  by  pre¬ 
paring  the  heart  to  receive  a  blessing,  or  by 
that  means  removing  some  obstruction  to 
their  spiritual  improvement — and  in  proof 
of  the  position  he  very  properly  said,  that 
our  own  experience  corresponded  with  the 
Scriptures  in  proving  that  every  affliction 
we  are  called  to  suffer,  is  wisely  ordered 
by  our  heavenly  Father  for  our  moral  or 
spiritual  good — that  though  we  are  not  wise 
enough  to  perceive  the  tokens  of  kindness 
in  every  act  of  Divine  Providence,  yet  the 
many  instances  in  which  the  paternal  hand 
was  manifest,  ought  to  satisfy  us  that  it 
reigned  in  all — that  the  unity  and  harmony 
of  God's  purposes  could  nut  be  maintained 
without  the  admission,  &tc. 

In  the  next  place  he  said,  that  God  had 
the  same  design  in  his  dealings  with  the 
wicked,  that  he  had  in  his  treatment  of  the 
believers  ;  that  every  affliction  was  design¬ 
ed  for  their  good — that  "  they  might  be 
made  partakers  of  his  holiness” — that  his 
judgments  were  so  administered,  in  their  de¬ 
sign  as  to  lead  sinners  to  repentance  and 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  fcc. — 
That  all  temporal  calamities — the  loss  of 
friends — of  property,  itc. — all  such  afflic¬ 
tions  were  intended  by  our  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  to  convince  the  sinner,  that  no  real 
happiness  was  to  be  found  in  the  ways  of 
iniquity,  and  that  nothing  this  side  of  the 
grave,  was  stable  and  lasting,  except  reli¬ 
gion,  to  which  every  judgment  of  God  was 
designed  to  lead  the  sinner,  &.c. 

In  proof  of  this  he  referred  to  the  fact, 
that  thousands  of  instances  were  known,  in 
which  sinners  had  been  struck  under  con¬ 
viction,  by  some  signal  judgment,  and  con¬ 
sequently,  led  to  embrace  religion— that  in 
all  cases,  where  the  hand  of  God  was  visi¬ 
ble,  the  same  really  existed,  whether 

weak  mortals  could  discern  it  or  not — and 
that  the  unity  of  God's  purposes  and  provi¬ 


dence  could  be  supported  on  no  other  ground 
— that  God’s  designs  and  plans  and  ways 
were  all  good,  and  would  certainly  result 
in  effecting  the  greatest  possible  amount  of 
happiness.  He  then  quoted,  as  proof,  Rom. 
viii  :  18-23.  "  For  I  reckon  that  the  suffer¬ 
ings  of  this  present  time,  are  not  worthy  to 
be  compared  with  the  glory  which  shall  be 
revealed  in  us.  For  the  earnest  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  creature  waiteth  for  the  manifes¬ 
tation  of  the  suns  of  God.  For  the  creature 
was  made  subject  to  vanity,  not  willingly, 
but  by  reason  of  him  who  hath  subjected  the 
same  in  hope ;  because  the  creature  itself 
also  shall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of 
corruption  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
children  of  God.  For  we  know  that  the 
whole  creation  groaneth  and  travaileth  in 
pain  together  until  now  :  and  not  only  they, 
but  ourselves  also,  which  have  the  first 
fruits  of  the  spirit,  even  we  ourselves,  groan 
within  ourselves,  waiting  for  the  adoption, 
to  wit,  the  redemption  of  our  body.”  And 
finally  he  said,  we  are  told  that  "  God  shall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  ;  and 
there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sor¬ 
row,  nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any 
more  pain  :  for  the  former  things  are  passed 
away.”  Here  he  closed  the  sermon.  Well 
done  thought  I — that  is  pretty  well  for  a 
Presbyterian.  So,  when  the  meeting  was 
dismissed,  I  took  Mr.  K.  by  the  hand,  and 
said,  well  Mr.  K.,  you  have  given  us  a  very 
good  discourse  this  afternoon  !  To  which  he 
replied — "  Well,  I  meant  to  preach  just  as 
the  spirit  l(.‘d  me  to  speak,and  if  it  was  good, 
I  am  glad  of  it.” 

F.  Yes,  I  presume  you  was  led  by  the 
spirit  in  preaching  as  good  a  sermon  as 
that— it  corresponds  with  my  views — I  am 
truly  thankful  for  so  good  a  sermon. 

K.  Well,  I  believe  it  was  scriptural. 

F.  O,  certainly — It  is  just  as  we  under¬ 
stand  the  subject — It  agrees  with  Univer¬ 
salism  exactly. 

K.  Well,  I  was  aware  that  there  was 
nothing  said  contrary  to  your  sentiments — 
but  I  did  not  preach  in  that  manner  on  pur¬ 
pose  to  please  you — I  meant  to  preach  a 
scriptural  sermon  for  the  occasion. 

F.  O,  no,  I  hope  not.  A  man  that 
preaches  as  good  a  sermon  as  you  have 
preached,  ought  to  have  better  motives, 
than  the  gratification  of  one  individual. 

Here  we  were  interrupted  by  Elder  Clark, 
who  commenced  speaking  of  an  old  gentle¬ 
man  who  had  been  converted  at  a  protract¬ 
ed  meeting,  lately.  This  led  Mr.  K.  and 
myself  into  the  dialogue  about  "  being 
struck,"  which  was  published  in  this  pa¬ 
per. 

The  foregoing  is  the  substance  of  Mr. 
K.’s  sermon  and  the  conversation  which 
followed.  1  do  not  pretend  to  give  the  ex¬ 
act  words,  but  the  substance,  and  that  I  am 
certain  is  not  misrepresented. 

S.  W.  Fuller. 

Leyden,  July  16, 1832. 

The  desire  to  say  thin^  which  no  one  ever 
said  makes  some  people  say  things  which 
no  one  ought  to  say. 
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[For  the  Mafaiime  and  Advocate.] 

LIBERAL  INSTITUTE. 

Agents  of  the  Liberal  Institute,  who  may 
have  monies  in  their  hands,  or  who  can  con¬ 
sistently  make  collections,  will  confer  a  fa¬ 
vor  by  transmitting  to  the  Treasurer,  such 
sums  as  may  be  convenient,  without  delay. 
As  it  is  known  that  most  of  the  subscribers 
to  this  Institution  are  wealthy,  as  well  as 
liberal,  it  is  hoped  that  this  call  may  be  com¬ 
plied  with.  Its  necessity  will  be  apprecia¬ 
ted,  when  it  is  known  that  it  is  intended  to 
proceed  with  building,  no  farther  than  can 
be  done  without  incurring  debt,  either  for 
materials  or  labor. 

Persons  holding  subscriptions  are  respect¬ 
fully,  but  earnestly  solicited  to  use  their  ex¬ 
ertions  to  obtain  further  aid  to  the  funds — 
and  to  make  returns.  This  is  indispensible, 
as  the  amount  returned  is  far  short  of  the 
expense  of  building. 

Joseph  Stebbins,  Treasurer. 

Clinton,  August  2,  1832. 


MAGAZINE  AND  ADVOCATE. 

DOLPHUS  SKINNER,  Editor  and  Proprietor, 
AARON  B.  GROSH,  Auoeiate  Editor. 

Utica,  Saturday,  Angust  4, 1832. 


IMMORTALITY. 

Messrs.  Editors — Please  answer  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  should  you  conceive  it  worthy  of  no¬ 
tice,  and  oblige  a  subscriber.  . 

Query — Is  the  soul  of  man  (or  spirit)  im¬ 
mortal  1  if  it  is — what  part  of  man  is  to  put 
on  immortality,  at  the  dissolution  of  this 
mortal  ?  R.  S.  H. 

Rockdale,  July  14,  1832. 

REMARKS. 

Though  tlie  word  soul  is  sometimes  used  in 
a  different  sense  from  that  of  spirit,  and  fre¬ 
quently  signifies  nothing  more  than  animal  Itfe, 
yet  by  common  usage  and  general  consent,  it  is 
now  generally  employed  to  designate  that  part 
of  man  which  it  is  believed  will  survive  the 
death  of  the  body.  Whether  we  use  the  word 
soul,  spirit,  mind,  or  any  other  word,  therefore, 
is  immaterial :  so  long  as  we  get  at  the  idea,  or 
thing  intended,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  contend 
about  words  or  sounds.  Taking,  therefi)re,  the 
word  soul  in  its  most  common  acceptation,  we 
answer  tlie  first  question,  ahovo  proposed,  in 
the  affirmative,  and  say,  according  to  our  be¬ 
lief,  the  soul  ( or  spirit )  of  man  is  immortoL 

But  here  an  objection  is  supposed  to  lie  against 
the  doctrine  founded  on  the  declaration  of  Paul, 
(ITim.  vi;  16,)  relative  to  God,  that  he  “only 
hath  immortality,  dwelling  in  the  light  which 
no  man  can  approach  unto.”  But  if  this  lan¬ 
guage  militates  against  tho  idea  of  the  immortali¬ 
ty  of  the  soul,  (or  spirit,)  of  man,  then  the  Sa¬ 
viour’s  declaration  (Matt,  xix :  17)  will  militate 
equally  against  the  idea  of  there  being  any  thing 
good  or  excellent  in  man.  “  There  is  none  good 
but  one,  that  is  God.”  Notwitlistandiiig  “  God 
saw  every  thing  that  he  had  made,  and  behold 
it  was  very  good.”  Gen.  i :  31.  “  For  every 


creature  of  God  is  good.”  ITim.  iv:  4.  And 
men  are  frequently  called  good.  See  Prov.  xii : 
2,  Matt,  xii:  36,  Luke  vi:  45,  and  xxiii:  50, 
Acts  xi :  24,  and  many  other  passages.  Hence, 
by  the  expression,  “There  is  none  good  but 
one,  that  is  God,”  our  Saviour  could  have 
meant  no  more  than  this,  that  God  was  origin¬ 
ally,  in  and  of  himself,  good — supremely,  infi¬ 
nitely  good,  and  the  source  of  all  goodness,  with¬ 
out  deriving  his  excellence  from  any  other  being 
or  source,  and  that  all  the  goodness  in  men  was 
derived  from  God.  So  when  the  apostle  says, 
God  “only  hath  immortality,”  his  meaning  is 
obviously  this,  that  He,  only,  possessed  immor¬ 
tality  underived,  in  and  of  himself;  the  solo 
fountain  of  immortality,  all  depend  on  him  for 
it,  derive  it  from  him,  and  are  only  immortal  in 
him — he  being  the  root  and  fountain,  they  the 
branches  and  streams.  Yet  if  He  has  imparted 
to  the  soul  or  spirit  of  man  the  capacity  or  pow¬ 
er  of  surviving  the  death  of  the  body,  in  this 
sense,  the  soul,  or  spirit,  is  immortal,  because 
God  makes  it  so.  The  power  is  derived — the 
same  as  with  Christ,  when  he  says,  “I  have 
power  to  lay  down  my  life,  and  1  have  power 
to  take  it  again;  for  this  commandment  (or 
power)  have  1  received  of  my  Father.” 

2.  “  If  the  soul,  or  spirit  of  man  be  immor¬ 

tal,  what  part  of  man  is  to  put  on  immortality 
at  the  dissolution  of  this  mortal  ?”  Answer — 
That  part  which  puts  off  mortality  by  death. 
Or  in  other  words,  that  part  which  here  dwells 
in  a  mortal  and  dissoluble  habitation,  shall  here- 
afler  inherit  an  immortal  and  indissoluble  habi¬ 
tation.  “  For  we  know”  (says  St.  Paul,  2  Cor. 
v :  1-4)  “  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  ta- 
I  bernacio  were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of 
God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  heavens.  For  in  this  we  groan,  earnestly 
desiring  to  be  clothed  upon  with  our  house 
which  is  from  heaven:  if  so  be,  that  being 
clothed,  we  shall  not  be  found  naked.  For  we 
that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groan,  being  bur- 
thened:  not  for  that  we  w'ould  bo  unclothed, 
but  clothed  upon,  that  mortality  might  be  swal¬ 
lowed  up  of  life.”  Now  what  is  it  that  is  to 
be  clothed  upon  with  the  house  from  above,  the 
building  of  God?  &c.  Surely  it  is  not  this 
body  we  here  inhabit ;  for  that  b  the  earthly 
house  to  be  dissolved,  to  let  the  tenant  out 
And  we  read  that  “  flesh  and  blood  cannot  in¬ 
herit  the  kingdom  of  God.”  What  is  it  then  ? 
It  must  be  something  that  survives  the  body. 
And  what  but  tho  soul  or  spirit  is  it  that  sur¬ 
vives  the  body,  and  desires  t6  be  clothed  upon 
with  the  house  from  heaven?  We  can  tliink 
of  nothing  else.  If,  then,  the  soul,  or  spirit, 
survives  the  body,  and  seeks  a  building  of  God, 
a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens,  it  is  this  which  is  to  put  on  immortali¬ 
ty  ;  and  the  very  fact  of  its  thus  surviving  the 
body,  proves  its  immortality  in  the  sense  given 
above.  An  immortal  being,  when  it  gets  home, 
must  have  an  immortal  dwelling.  Hence,  in  our 


heavenly  “  Father’s  house  are  many  mansions,” 
and  we  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  all  his  children 
shall  at  last  get  home  to  inhabit  and  enjoy  them 
forever.  Amen.  g. 

CHOLERA  AND  THE  CLERGY. 

In  this  city,  and  indeed  in  nearly  all  the 
principal  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  and  the 
nation,  those  clergymen  who  are  generally 
denominated  revival  men,  are  uncommonly  en¬ 
gaged,  not  as  they  should  be  in  allaying  the 
high-wrought  fears  and  panic  of  the  people, 
and  teaching  them  to  repose  a  calm  and  cheer¬ 
ful  confidence  in  God,  as  “  the  Judge  of  all  the 
earth”  who  “will  do  right,”  but  in  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  excite  those  fears,  already  far  too  great, 
to  the  highest  possible  pitch ;  and  to  employ 
them  as  a  weapon  of  terror  with  which  to  drive 
people  into  the  profession  of  the  doginas  of  their 
creeds  and  to  a  union  with  their  churches. — 
They  seem  to  be  totally  unmindful  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  most  eminent  medical  men,  perfect¬ 
ly  reckless  of  all  consequences,  so  they  can  but 
secure  their  ends  and  accomplish  their  sectarian 
purposes.  It  is  the  opinion  all  of  good  judges 
that /ear  is  one  of  the  most  pernicious  passions 
that  can  be  excited  in  times  of  the  prevalence  of 
this  disease,  and  among  the  respectable  circles 
of  society  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  causes  of  the 
Cholera  itself.  By  being  highly  excited  by  fear, 
the  appetite  is  lost  and  consequent  disorder  and 
derangement  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  follow, 
and  thus  invite  the  attacks  of  this  dreadful  dis¬ 
ease.  One  physician  in  New-York  states  that 
he  was,  in  one  day,  called  to  attend  twelve  pa¬ 
tients,  eleven  of  whom  were  attacked  with/ear _ 

nothing  but  fear — which  would,  if  allowed  to 
continue,  most  probably  have  terminated  in  the 
disease  feared.  There  is  something  wrong, 
very  wrong — we  even  look  upon  it  as  highly 
criminal — in  endeavoring|to  cherish  and  height¬ 
en  these  fears. 

But  those  clergy  to  whom  we  have  alluded, 
stick  at  nothing  in  their  unhallowed  purpose  of 
proselyting — “The  comet!  the  comet!  I”  was 
all  the  themo  with  them  a  few  months  past — 
the  world  was  to  be  destroyed  instanter,  and 
the  judgment  was  at  hand  I  But  the  time 
has  past  and  the  world  still  remains.  Now  it 
is  ”lhe  Cholera  I  the  cholera  !  I  THE  CHO¬ 
LERA  I  !  I”  and  “  the  people  will  all  die  and 
go  to  hell  that  ha’n’t  got  [otir]  religion.” — 
This  is  the  theme  from  Dan  to  Beersheba.  Such 
things  are  really  a  shame  to  our  country,  a  dis¬ 
grace  to  the  age  in  which  we  live,  and  to  the 
name  of  religion.  But  shame  and  compunction 
for  the  ravages  they  commit,  seem  not  to  enter 
into  the  moral  composition  of  these  men  ;  else 
would  they  have  felt  both,  and  corrected  their 
pernicious  course,  in  view  of  the  many  scores, 
nay,  hundreds,  that  they  have  driven,  through 
ftar,  to  insanity  and  suicide,  in  this  country, 
within  the  last  eighteen  months.  Still  'onward’ 
is  their  watch- word — “let  the  fears  be  in- 
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ereatedr-lei  terror  do  iU  most  dreadful  work — 
all  is  well,  if  we  gain  our  point,  and  drive 
hundreds  into  our  churches;’’  forgetting,  at  the 
same  time,  that  they  will  ultimately  derive  little 
or  no  benefit  to  themselves ;  for  those  who  are 
driven  into  the  church  in  a  panic  of  fear,  will 
wish  as  soon  as  the  cause  is  removed,  to  get 
otit  of  it  again — nay  leiU  get  out  of  it,  or  dis¬ 
grace  it  by  remaining. 

The  clergy  have  petitioned  the  Governor  of 
this  State,  and  the  Presidentofthe  United  States, 
to  appoint  a  day  of  fasting,  in  their  official  ca¬ 
pacity  ;  but  these  distinguished  Magistrates  have 
both  had  the  wisdom  to  decline  the  honor  of 
gratifying  the  clergy  by  lending  the  influence 
of  their  names  and  stations  to  a  plan  designed 
to  raise  still  higher  the  excitement  of  fear  in  the 
poople.  They  have  done  themselves  much 
honor  by  the  declension ;  though  the  clergy  arc 
very  much  enraged  about  it,  and  are  doubling 
their  diligence  to  produce  as  great  an  effect  as 
possible  by  other  means. 

Now  there  is  no  just  cause  of  so  great  alarm 
as  is  felt  in  community  on  the  subject  of  the 
Cholera.  True,  it  is  in  many  cases  a  malignant 
and  dreadful  disease :  but  medical  men  declare 
that,  when  seasonably  attended  to,  nine  cases 
in  ten  are  perfectly  manageable  and  curable. — 
And  we  should  remember  that  a  just  and  mer¬ 
ciful  God  rules  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and 
will  do  right — that  he  has  graciously  placed 
within  our  reach,  the  means,  in  general,  for 
preserving  health,  and  for  curing  diseases  with 
which  we  may  be  visited.  Let  us  not  then  dis¬ 
trust,  for  the  future,  the  goodness  of  that  Being 
who  has  always  been  good  to  us  in  seasons  that 
are  past — let  us  not  throw  away  our  confidence 
in  him,  nor  give  ourselves  up  to  that  unmanly 
and  unchristian  fear,  to  which  too  many  yield 
around  us.  It  is  unbecoming — it  is  dangerous 
to  do  it  True,  we  should  observe  all  neces¬ 
sary  precautions  for  the  preservation  of  health, 
now  and  at  all  times.  Live  soberly,  temperate¬ 
ly  ;  be  regular,  orderly,  and  cleanly  in  all  your 
habits ;  expose  not  yourselves  to  extreme  heat 
nor  cold,  nor  the  damps  of  evening,  nor  exces¬ 
sive  fatigue;  dress  the  body  warm,  at  least  com¬ 
fortably,  and  keep  the  mind  cool,  calm  and  com¬ 
posed,  at  all  times — and  above  all,  do  not  get 
frightened  by  the  clergy,  nor  any  body  else ;  and 
you  have  little  to  apprehend  from  the  Cholera. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  our  city  remains 
remarkably  healthy— no  cases  of  the  Cholera 
have  occurred  here — or  none  when  this  paper 
went  to  press.  Tho  disease  seems  to  prevail 
cotlt^derably  in  New-York,  and  somewhat  at 
Albany.  But  “  The  Lord  reigneth ;  and  let  the 
earth  rejoice,  and  the  multitude  of  its  inhabitants 
be  glad  thereof.”  S. 

’The  Universalist  meetinghouse  recently  erect¬ 
ed  in  Medford,  Ms.,  was  dedicated  to  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  God,  on  the  18th  inst.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
8.  Cobb. 


BEWARE! 

TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN. 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  Dr.  Alvin  Mc¬ 
Allister  has  been  excluded  f.'om  the  Baptist 
church  in  Broad-street,  Utica,  for  repeated 
attempts  on  the  chastity  of  several  virtuous 
females.  The  testimony  was  overwhelm¬ 
ing — the  circumstances  extremely  aggrava¬ 
ting — and  the  subtlety  employed  of  a  dia¬ 
bolical  character.  All  Christian  churches 
and  virtuous  families  are  cautioned  against 
reposing  confidence  in  him.  By  order  and 
in  behalf  of  the  church, 

Elon  Galusha,  Pastor. 

Utica,  July  23, 1832. 

We  copy  the  above  from  the  Baptist  Register, 
as  an  act  of  justice  long  delayed  by  them  to  the 
public,  some  of  them  having  had  knowledge  of 
his  profligacy  for  two  or  three  years  past.  It  is 
easy  to  change  names,  a  description  is  theref(>re 
necessary. 

Dr.  McAllister  was  always  “sound  in  the 
faith”  of  endless  misery  for  the  finally  impeni¬ 
tent — imputed  righteousness  fur  the  elect — the 
total  depravity  of  honest  and  moral  men,  and 
the  filthiness  of  all  good  works  aside  from  a 
correct  creed — the  great  pleasures  of  sin,  and 
grievous  hardships  of  virtue — and  the  infallible 
efficacy  of  professed  repentance  and  the  Par- 
tialist  faith  in  freeing  the  believer  from  all  the 
deserved  punishment  of  sins  already  committed 
— provided  said  faith  or  repentance  were  not 
put  off  until  afier  death.  If  his  creed  did  not 
lead  him  to  licentiousness,  it  did  not  preserve 
him  from  it — and  (for  he  has  not  yet  renounced 
it)  there  is  but  little  hope  that  it  will  exercise  a 
salutary  influence  over  him  in  future.  Thus 
much  for  those  who  are  always  prating  about 
the  licentious  tendency  of  Universalism ;  and 
particularly  for  those  who  endeavor  to  account 
for  their  brother’s  profligacy  by  supposing  that 
he  must  lately  have  become  a  Universalist  I  But 
to  continue  our  description.  He  was  the  favor¬ 
ed  Physician  of  the  Church — the  General  Cor¬ 
responding  Agent  of  the  New-York  Baptist 
Central  Tract  Association— correspondent,  we 
are  informed,  of  the  Register,  over  the  signa¬ 
ture  of  “  A  Mourner  in  Zion”  ! — tho  physician 
who  endorsed  Elder  Galusha's  wishes  at  the 
Cholera  Meeting  in  this  city,  by  intimating  that 
fear  was  not  a  predisposing  cause  of  that  epi¬ 
demic — and  the  author  of  a  celebrated  Tract  on 
the  use  of  Tobacco,  auxilliary  to  the  cause  of 
total  abstinence.  He  is  about  five  feet,  seven  or 
eight  inches  high,  sandy  complexion,  and  has 
a  reel  or  clubbed  right  foot.  We  are  thus  par¬ 
ticular  that  no  honest  man  need  be  mistaken  for 
him,  and  that  he  need  not  be  mistaken  for  an 
honest  man  by  the  public,  who  are  liable  to  be 
deceived  by  his  sanctimonious  wiles,  practices, 
and  professions.  No  less  than  five  matrons,  it 
is  said,  gave  testimony  against  him,  and  several 
others  were  about  to  rise,  but  W’ere  told  it  was 
unnecessary.  This  of  a  professor  of  religion, 
who  has  a  wife  and  children  I  Rumor  accuses 


him  of  crimes  darker  yet  than  these  here  reveal- 
ed ;  but  her  tale  may  be  false.  Enough,  how¬ 
ever,  is  known,  to  warrant  this  notice  of  him 
gro  bono  publico. 

His  expulsion  into  “  the  world”  by  the  Broad- 
street  church  gave  rise  to  a  respectable  meeting 
of  “the  world’s  people”  ofUtic.iand  Deerfield 
who  passed  several  mild  but  decided  resolutions 
on  the  subject,  refusing,  we  believe,  to  receive 
the  Dr.,  unless  tho  Baptists  would  return  him 
as  moral  as  they  received  him  I  'Phere  was 
some  talk  of  a  rail  ride,  and  tar  and  feathers, 
but  the  culprit  made  his  escape  in  time,  and  sa¬ 
ved  the  city  from  the  stain  of  such  unlawful 
proceedings.  G. 

BIBLICAL  CRITICISM. 

“  And  which  of  you,  with  taking  thought,  can  odd  to 
his  stature  one  cubit Luke  xii :  2d. 

Our  Saviour  cautioned  his  disciples  against 
useless  anxiety  about  things  of  importance,  and 
to  prove  its  inutility,  pointed  out  the  inefficacy 
of  anxiety  to  effect  even  trifling  things.  “  If  ye, 
then,  be  not  able  to  do  that  thing  which  is  least, 
why  take  yo  thought  for  the  rest?”  v.  26.  But 
“  cubit”  is  a  great  thing  compared  with  the  sta¬ 
ture  of  a  person,  being  about  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  height.  All  other  things  named  are  such 
as  naturally  engage  the  attention  of  all  persons— 
hut  increase  of  stature  is  seldom  anxiously  wish¬ 
ed  for  by  grown  persons.  Hence  we  are  led 
to  look  for  a  better  rendering  of  the  passage. 

The  word  rendered  “stature”  is  rendered 
age  in  John  ix:  21,  23,  “  He  is  of  age,  ask 
him” — and  Heb.  xi:  11,  “when  Sarah  was 
past  age.”  True,  cubit  is  a  measure  of  space, 
and  not  of  duration— but  frequently  measures 
of  space  are  applied  to  time  and  particularly  to 
human  life.  Ps.  xxxix:5,  “  Thou  hast  made 
my  days  as  an  handbreadth” —in  other  places 
life  is  called  “a  span.”  So  may  cudtt  be  applied 
— fur,  in  tho  connexion,  Jesus  is  speaking  of 
prolonging  life,  but  not  of  increasing  stature. 

Wetstcin  supposes  our  Saviour  figured  life 
by  the  course  run  over  in  the  gymnastic  races, 
of  which,  as  it  was  several  hundred  cubits  in 
length,  a  single  cubit  was  but  an  inconsiderable 
portion.  This  figure  of  the  race  course  is  com¬ 
mon  in  the  New  Testament.  See  Acts  xiii :  25, 
and  2  Tim.  iv ;  7. 

“  Besides,  which  of  you  can,  by  his  anxiety, 
prolong  his  life  one  hour!” — CampbelL 

“  Now,  which  of  you,  with  all  his  anxiety, 
can  add  a  single  cubit  to  his  life  T” — fVakrfieU. 

In  this  view,  the  passage  is  worthy  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  over-anxious  of  the  present  day,  who 
by  their  anxiety,  are  more  likely  to  shorten  than 
to  prolong  their  lives. 

“  And  tVom  the  days  of  John  the  Baptist  ontil  now,  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  suflereth  violence,  and  the  violent 
take  it  by  force.”— Matt,  xi :  13. 

Some  translate  this  passage,  *'  The  Jews  rush 
into  it  so  eagerly  as  if  they  would  seize  it  by 
force” — but  this  is  scarcely  correct,  for  the  Jews 
violently  opposed  it— they  neither  entered  in 
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tliemselvefl  nor  suficred  others  to  enter.  Oth¬ 
ers  render  it,  “  The  Gentiles  seize  it,”  not  by 
descent  or  inhoritance,  but  extort  it  from  the 
Jews,  as  by  conquest — but  the  Gentiles  were 
not  called  during  Christ’s  lifetime.  The  pro¬ 
per  rendering— or  at  least  that  most  agreeable 
to  the  connexion  and  argument,  would  be  ‘‘the 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  outraged,”  (violently  op¬ 
posed  by  the  Jews,)  ‘‘  and  these  violent  oppo- 
sers  endeavor  to  storm  it,”  (or  make  a  prey  of 
it.)  See  Gerard’s  Inst.  Bib.  Crit.  Sect.  842. 

Campbell  renders  it  “the  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  invaded,  and  the  invaders  take  possession  by 
force.”  Luke  xvi :  16,  he  renders  “  and  every 
occupant  entereth  it  by  force.”  On  Matt,  he 
says  “  the  comparison  is  to  a  cuntry  invaded 
or  conquered,  or  to  a  city  besieged  and  taken 
by  storm.” 

Wakefield  renders  the  passage  in  Matthew, 
“  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  entered  by  force, 
and  the  violent  seize  it  greedily.”  G. 

Maine  Unieersalist  Contention  met  at  Buck- 
field  on  the  last  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in 
June — Br.  Ray ner.  Moderator;  Brs.  Dinsmore 
and  Wellington,  Clerks.  Appointed  Br.  Z. 
Thompson,  Standing  Clerk;  and  Brs.  Stetson, 
Bates  and  Rayner  a  committee  on  letters  of  fel¬ 
lowship  and  ordination,  with  power  to  confer 
the  same  during  recess  of  Convention.  Accept¬ 
ed  report  of  last  year’s  committee,  who  granted 
letters  of  fellowship  to  Brs.  John  G.  Adams  and 
Darius  Fobes.  Granted  a  similar  letter  to  Br. 
David  T.  Stephens.  Conferred  ordination  on 
Br.  Alanson  St.  Clair.  Received  and  granted 
request  for  dismission  from  fellowship  fro.m  Br. 
Fayette  Mace.  Appointed  Brs.  Rayner  and 
Brimblecom  delegates  to  attend  the  General 
Convention  at  its  next  session,  as  an  expression 
of  the  fellowship  of  this  Convention,  and  in¬ 
structed  thorn  not  to  take  any  measure  which 
shall  infringe  the  independence  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion.  On  Thursday,  Br.  Rayner,  at  his  request, 
was  excused  from  acting  as  Moderator,  where¬ 
upon  Br.  Bates  was  chosen  in  his  stead. — 
.Recommended  the  Universalist  Expositor  to 
patronage,  especially  that  each  society  sub¬ 
scribe  for  two  or  three  copies.  Appointed  a 
committee  to  investigate  charges  against  Br.  B. 
B.  Murray.  Renewed  die  license  heretofore 
granted  to  Br.  G.  P.  Leonard.  Voted  thanks 
to  Br.  Rayner  as  Moderator.  Adjourned  to 
meet 'at  Montville,  on  the  last  Wednesday  in 
June,  1833.  Services  were  held  in  several 
places,  and  seven  sermons  were  preached  by 
Brs.  Folsom,  St  Clair,  Atkinson,  Brimblecom, 
and  Rayner.  Seventeen  preachers  were  present 
and  nineteen  lay  delegates.  G. 

RELIGIOUS  NOTICES,  ' 

Must  reach  us  on  Tuesday  morning  if  their 
writers  would  have  them  inserted  the  same 
week,  as  our  paper  is  always  prepared  for  press 
on  that  day.  G. 


CHRISTIAN  MESSENGER. 

With  unaffected  sorrow  we  read  tho  follow¬ 
ing  article  from  the  pen  of  Br.  Sawyer,  of  New- 
York.  That  city  is  surely  in  need  of  a  faithful 
Messenger,  and,  we  should  suppose,  well  able 
to  support  one  with  the  aid  it  should  receive 
from  the  brethren  m  the  vicinity,  and  at  a  dis¬ 
tance.  And  when  we  learn  that  so  excellent  a 
periodical,  in  such  a  prominent  and  populous 
city,  a'nd  in  so  interesting  a  section  of  the  Lord’s 
heritage,  does  not  remunerate  its  Editor  and 
Proprietor  for  their  cares,  and  labors,  and  ex¬ 
penses,  what  must  we  suppose  will  be  the  fate 
{  of  the  other  new  papers  lately  started  and  pro¬ 
posed  1  We  do  entreat  our  brethren  to  pause 
and  consider  these  things.  The  following  is 
the  extract. 

“The  Cii  istian  Messenger  has  now  been  in 
existence  nine  months.  Still,  with  the  most 
unwearied  exertions  of  the  Publisher,  and  the 
devotion  of  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  our  own 
time,  it  yet  affords  no  prospect  of  paying  its 
absolute  expenses  for  the  year,  aside  from  any 
consideration  of  the  Publisher’s  services,  and 
although  our  own  have  been  rendered  gratuit¬ 
ously.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  Mes¬ 
senger,  however,  no  less  than  five  Universal¬ 
ist  papers  have  sprung  up  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  with,  pemaps,  equal  claims  upon 
public  patronage,  and  at  least  two  prospectuses 
are  now  before  our  friends  for  others.  There 
seems  to  be  a  newspaper  mania  among  us — a 
mania,  which,  we  have  reason  to  fear,  will 
prove  equally  injurious  to  those  afi'ected  by  it, 
and  the  cause  in  general.” 

We  agree  with  Br.  Sawyer  that  time  will 
determine  whether  the  new  papers  now  started 
and  proposed  will  find  encouragement — we  be¬ 
lieve  they  will  not — but  we  do  hope  the  Mes¬ 
senger  will  yet  be  sustained — it  is  needed  cer¬ 
tainly.  G. 


RIGHTEOUS  JUDGMENT. 

The  Baptist  Register  groans  terribly  in  spirit 
because  the  citil  authorities  in  our  Government 
will  not  exercise  a  little  religious  domination  in 
favor  of  the  Church — i.  e.  because  our  Govern¬ 
or,  Legislature,  and  President  will  not  appoint 
fast  days  contrary  to  tho  advice  of  Doctors  of 
Medicine,  but  agreeably  to  the  revival  plans  of 
Doctors  of  Divinity.  “  Who  shall  decide  when 
Doctors  disagree  t”  Br.  Beebe  calls  the  refusal 
or  neglect,  “a  seeming  indignity  offered  to  the 
Majesty  of  heaven  and  earth.”  But  at  the  same 
time  calls  the  Cholera  a  “  righteous  judgment.” 
Will  Br.  Beebe  please  to  inform  our  ignorance 
which  is  the  greatest  indignity  toward  God,  1. 
To  worship  him  in  the  vain  hope  and  with  the 
base  motive  of  inducing  him  to  stay  his  righte¬ 
ous  judgment — to  become  unjust ;  or  2.  To  be 
cheerful  and  temperate  in  all  things,  to  trust  in 
God  that  he  will  do  right,  and  leave  outward, 
useless,  and  even  injurious  fasting,  prayers  to 
be  seen  of  men,  and  pompous  religious  parades, 
called  humiliation,  to  pharisees  and  hypocrites  T 

G. 


FAST  DAY. 

Afler  having  for  several  years  abolished  the 
practice  of  appointing  a  day  of  annual  thanks¬ 
giving,  we  perceive  that  the  citizens  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  are  required  to  “  fast  by  authority”— 
in  other  words,  that  the  Governor  of  that  State 
regarding  more  the  proscriptions  of  Doctors  of 
Divinity,  than  the  advice  of  Doctors  of  Medicine, 
has  appointed  a  day  fasting,  to  avert,  nullify, 
prevent,  or  set  aside  the  “  righteous  judgment’* 
of  the  Cholera  I  “  Fasting  is  injurious,”  say 
the  M.  D.’s.  “  Nay,”  say  the  D.  D.’s,  “  fast¬ 
ing  is  well  pleasing  to  God,  and  may  induce 
him  to  be  unjust — may  flatter  him  into  keeping 
from  us  hisn^Ateous  judgments.”  “Who  shall 
decide  when  doctors  disagreed”  We  recom¬ 
mend  the  M.  D.’s  to  visit'the  prayer  meetings 
and  anxious  rooms,  with  potion,  lotion,  glyster 
and  pill,  and  endeavor  to  convert  sinners  by  cup¬ 
ping,  bleeding,  and  the  other  operations  of  the 
healing  art.  It  will  be  as  rational  a  course  to 
be  pursued  in  moral  maladies,  as  is  the  course 
of  our  D.  D.’s  in  natural  diseases.  We  may 
soon,  therefore,  expect  to  hear  of  a  revival  got 
up  by  the  administration  of  cathartics  and  eme¬ 
tics  ;  and  of  consumptions,  influenzas,  and  yel¬ 
low  fevers  cured  by  sermons,  homilies  and  pray¬ 
ers.  Brethren,  we  live  in  wonderful  age — the 
age  of  new  inventions— of  the  march  of  intel¬ 
lect.  _  G. 

PENMANSHIP. 

We  again  feel  it  our  duty  to  notice  this  sub¬ 
ject,  after  having  wasted  time  in  endeavoring, 
but  in  vain,  to  decypher  a  notice  sent  in  for  pub¬ 
lication.  Names  of  places  and  persons,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  should  be  written  in  a  legible  hand— if 
they  are  not,  new  subscribers  must  excuse  us 
for  misspelling  their  names  and  residences — and 
our  religious  and  obituary  notices  may  present 
the  names  of  places  and  persons  unknown  to 
the  world,  or  of  persons  yet  living.  Do,  friend¬ 
ly  correspondents,  endeavor  to  save  our  time, 
eye-sight,  and  your  own  feelings,  by  writing  so 
that  we  can  read,  and  that  we  can  readily  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  u  and  n,  q  and  g,  i,  e  and  e, 
I,  t,  and  b,  and  several  other  letters  whose  shapes 
are  similar  in  manuscript. 

NEW  SOCIETY. 

A  new  society  was  lately  formed  in  Lansing- 
burg,  near  Troy,  and  a  committe  appointed  to 
take  measures  necessary  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  Meetinghouse. 

Br.  L.  R.  Paige  was  installed  Pastor  of  the 
Universalist  society  in  Cambridgeport,  on  the 
7th  insL  Sermon  by  Br.  S.  Cobb. 


The  Ehjotmeht  of  Riches. — In  re¬ 
spect  of  enjoyment,  there  is  no  comparison 
between  a  fortune  which  a  man  acquires  by 
well-applied  industry,  or  by  a  series  of  suc¬ 
cesses  in  bis  business,  and  one  found  in  his 
possession,  or  received  from  another. 
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POETRY. 


[For  the  Magmiine  and  Jdvoeate.] 

Messrs.  Editors — The  followiniit  lines  were  compos^ 
on  the  death  of  a  promising  little  girl,  youngest  child 
of  Mr.  Gaylord,  wlio  departed  this  life,  very  suddenly, 
on  the  19th  ult.  at  Virgil  South  Settlement,  Cortland 
coonty,  N.  Y. 

Sweet  child,  the  grave  must  be  thy  bed  ; 

Yes,  thou  tin  numbered  with  the  dead— 

That  faded  cheek, that  sunken  eye. 

Soon  in  the  ground  must  mouldering  lie. 

It  sorely  grieves  a  parent's  heart 
With  such  loved  innocence  to  part  j 
To  yield  a  chdd  to  earth’s  embrace, 

No  more  to  see  its  smiling  face. 

nut,  that  loved  voice  that  charmed  before, 

Can  now  be  lieard  by  feiends  no  more — 

No,  death  has  come  with  frightful  mien 
And  siezed  the  child,  and  closed  the  scene. 

But  since 't  is  so,  the  loss  we’ll  bear. 

Trusting  in  God’s  peculiar  care; 

For  with  the  power  that  rules  above. 

Is  Justice,  mercy,  truth  and  love. 

Yes,  trust  we  will  tlie  great  First  Cause, 

And  be  resigned  to  nature’s  laws; 

For  though  grim  death  close  all  our  eyes. 

Yet  God  will  bid  our  dust  arise. 

Then  this  loved  cliernb  we  shall  meet 
Where  immortality  complete 
Shall  consummate  that  glorious  plan 
That  stamped  “  eternity  on  man.” 

Berkshire,  July  3, 1832.  J.  C. 

[Fortke  Magazine  and  Advocate.] 

RESIGNATION. 

I  cannot  mourn  that  lime  has  fled. 

And  with  it  borne  some  joys  away; 

Since  it  has  brought,  with  hasty  tread. 

New  pleasures  each  succeeding  day. 

I  cannot  weep  that  youth  is  past. 

With  all  its  gay  and  airy  dreams ; 

For  reason  brings  a  rich  repast, 

Surpaseing  for  those  childish  schemes. 

I  cannot  sigh  that  manhood  wanes. 

And  hoary  age  comes  creeping  on ; 

For  still  I  find  on  nature’s  page. 

New  scenes  to  raise  my  grateful  song. 

I  cannot  grieve  that  death  is  nigh. 

For  there  I  view  a  quiet  rest; 

E’er  watched  by  the  Omniscient  eye. 

In  every  slate  I  shall  be  blest. 

Yes,  when  at  last  that  hour  shall  come. 

My  Father’s  call  I  will  obey. 

And  cheerfol  greet  my  native  home. 

Nor  look  behind,  and  wish  delay. 

Caroline,  If.  Y. _ AVRORA. 

[For  the  Magazine  and  Advocate.] 

THE  SLANDERER. 

Wlio  has  not  heard  of  the  fobled  Vpns,  that  indigenous 
curse  of  Eastern  Java?  Head ly  in  its  influence,  it  is 
alike  tlie  bane  of  man  and  beast.  Within  its  poisonous 
exhalations,  no  verdure  may  clothe  the  landscape,  not  a 
flower  may  bloom,  not  a  shrub  may  grow— not  a  reptile 
live.  Above  it,  all  is  noxious ;  around  it,  all  is  desolation 
and  death.  But  this  foir  earth  is  blighted  with  a  curse 
deadlier  for  than  this — a  curse,  which  not  only  wastes  the 
vigor  and  elasticity  of  the  body,  but  wkliers  the  energies 
of  tlie  soul.  Did  you  mark  that  day,  wlien  the  skies 
were  wratiped  in  gloom  1  When  the  tempest  raged  and 
tlie  wind  did  howl?  Do  yon  remember  when  the  harsh 
thunder  rived  the  earth,  and  the  red  lightning  scaihed  its 
mountains  1  Wlien  the  forest  beasts  sunk  buck  with 
dread,  to  their  caverns — when  man,  creation’s  lord,  turn¬ 
ed  pale,  and  nature's  selfgave  signs  of  terror?  The  day 
was  told  in  heaven :  *  A  slanderer  is  born :’ — a  slanderer, 
that  direst  fbe  to  God — that  foulest,  deepest  stain  of  man. 
And  who  is  the  slanderer  ?  Saw  you  that  flend  in  human 
shape,  that  loves  to  rove  where  goodness  lives,  that  loves 
to  crush  with  grief  the  heart  of  innocence,  and  glut  on 
murdered  character  ?  Tkal  is  the  slanderer.  His  deeds 


are  dork- his  flattering  words  are  steeped  in  bitterness — 
bis  eye,  so  guileless  in  appearance,  is  but  the  sentinel  of 
jealousy,  and  his  heart’s  a  reservoir  of  festering  envy. 
All  that  is  noble  in  the  character  of  man, — all  that  is  fair 
and  lovely  dies  at  his  approtich.  CHme  is  his  enjo  jftnent, 
and  virtue  is  his  prey.  From  the  venom  of  Ins  breath, 
there  is  no  escape.  With  unrelenting  virulence  he  pur¬ 
sues  the  devoted  victims  of  his  malice,  until  tla  ir  de¬ 
struction  is  nccomplislied.  Before  him  dissimulation 
treads,  with  hollow  heurtlesssn;^es;  and  broken  hearts 
and  wrecks  of  hopes  and  happiness  in  sad  profusion, 
and  monuments  ol  grief  in  every  fiirin,  point  nut  his  steps 
behind.  No  friendship,  (that  zest  of  life,  which  niukes 
the  cup  of  sorrow  sweet,)  warms  his  heart,  nor  love. — 
He  has  no  sympathy  with  nature,  and  less  with  nature’s 
God.  The  bright  sun  in  its  course  so  loved  by  all  be¬ 
side,  to  him  is  but  a  hated  thing,  and  the  brightsun’s  Mu- 
ker,still  mure  bright,  is  hated  but  the  more.  The  golden 
stars,  which  make  the  night  so  beautiful,  and  the  foir 
moon,  oh,  how  he  shims,  and  goes  wliere  he,  unseen, 
may  hatch  iniquity.  The  pleasant  music ofthesummer 
birds,  has  no  charms  for  him.  He  looks  on  wretched¬ 
ness  and  laughs,  and  makes  more  wretched  still.  The 
luxury  of  a  tear  that  is  shed  for  other’s  woes,  lie  never 
fell ;  and  gratitude  he  never  knew.  It  may  be  that  some 
helpless,  artless  maiden,  had  given  him  her  young,  len¬ 
der  and  undying  love ;  but  the  rare  sweets  of  domestic 
felicity  enter  not  his  dwelling.  Wrapped  up  in  self,  he 
lives  an  isolated  being,  save  wbeiuhe  sallies  out  from  his 
low  retreat,  to  pollute  and  destroy.  Such  is  the  slander¬ 
er — tlie  vei7  Bohon  U|)as  of  society — “the  pestilence 
that  walkelh  in  darkness, — the  destruction  that  wastelh 
at  noonslay.”  But,  one  thought  remains  to  fire  the  lun- 
uid  eye  ol  innocence,  and  clieer  the  heart  of  virtue — lliis 
leto  human  bliss  is  mortal.  His  breath,  like  that  of 
other  men,  has  its  appointed  limits.  LikeiHlier  men,  the 
slanderer  dies,  and  let  him  die.  No  tear  of  grief  shall 
moisten  his  grave,  no  anguished  heart  shall  dw'ell  upon 
his  name,  and  fondly  hold  his  memory.  Yes,  let  him  die ; 
and  let  his  grave  be  dug  in  desert  lands,  where  dragons 
howl,  and  bitterns  scream,  and  satyrs  hold  their  orgies. 
Or  rather,  let  forgiveness  from  the  throne  of  God  de¬ 
scend,  and  if  a  wretch  like  him  can  taste  of  joy,  let  the 
pure  Joy  of  heaven,  through  penitence,  be  his. 

Berkshire  Gymnasium,  A.  1).  1832.  PIGNORA. 


Sharon  Turner  remarks,  in  his  history  of  Henry  VIII., 
just  published  in  a  4io  volume,  (p.  53,)  that  in  the  ISth 
century,  “  Grecian  literature  was  discouraged  and  alian- 
doned  in  Germany,  and  even  in  England,  bixause  it  was 
supposed  to  lead  to  the  heresies,  or  to  the  new  opinions 
that  were  emerging,  by  enabling  men  to  study  the  ori¬ 
ginal  of  the  New  Testament,  and  by  disposing  them  to 
reason  for  themselves.  “  We  learn  this,”  he  says  in  a 
note,  “  from  Erasmus.  *  Some  do  not  blush  to  babble 
privately  and  publicly,  even  in  their  sermons,  that  Greek 
literature  is  the  fountain  of  every  heresy.  They  incul¬ 
cate  to  yonih  in  tlieir  secret  confessionals.  Beware  of 
Greek,  lest  yon  become  a  heretic ;  shun  Hebrew,  lest 
you  betwine  like  n  Jew.”  In  another  work,  he  remarks, 
‘  When  I  was  a  youtli  in  our  Germany,  it  was  heresy  to 
write  Greek.’  ” 


ST.  AUSTIN’S  MOTHER. 

Monicha,  Austin’s  motlier,  had  a  husband  of  a  very 
cross  and  p^verse  disposition.  A  Heatlien  woman  who 
lived  near  her,  asked,  “  How  comes  it  to  pass  that  you 
and  your  husband  live  so  well  together?  We  know 
your  husband  is  of  a  very  cross  and  perverse  disposi¬ 
tion,  yet  we  see  nothing  but  a  great  deal  of  sweetness 
and  love  between  you.  It  is  not  so  with  us.  We  can¬ 
not  do  so.”  Monicha  answered,  “  It  may  be  when  your 
husband  is  untoward  and  perverse,  you  are  perverse 
again,  and  give  him  cross  answers;  but  religion  teaches 
me  to  be  us  loving,  dutiful,  and  amiable  to  him  as  I  can, 
so  I  have  gained  the  heart  of  my  husband.” 


Acertain  physician  at  sea,  made  great  use  of  sea- wa¬ 
ter  among  his  putienfo.  Whatever  disease  came  on,  a 
dose  of  the  nauseating  liquid  was  the  first  thrown  down. 
In  process  of  time  the  doctor  fell  overboard.  A  great 
bustle  consequently  ensued  on  board,  in  the  midst  of 
which  the  aiptain  came  up  and  anxiously  inquired  the 
cause,  “Oh,  nothing, "Sir,”  answered  a  tar,  “only  the 
doctor  has  fallen  into  his  medicine  cliest.” 


Two  boys  going  home  one  day,  found  a  box  in  the  mod, 
and  disputed  who  was  tlie  finder.  They  fought  a  whole 
aflernoon  without  coming  to  a  decision.  At  last  they 
agreed  to  divide  the  contents  equally,  but  on  opening  the 
box,  lo  and  behold !— it  was  empty.  Few  wars  have 
been  more  profitable  than  this  lo  the  parties  concerned. 


A  biography  of  Robespierre,  which  appeared  in  an 
Irish  paper,  concludes  in  the  following  ludicrous  man¬ 
ner;  “This  extraordinary  man  leflno  chiklreo  behind 
him  except  bis  brother,  who  was  killed  at  the  same 
time !” 


Inviolable  fidelity,  good  humor,  and  complacency  of 
temper,  outlive  all  the  charms  of  a  fine  foce,  and  make 
the  decays  of  it  invisible. 


MARRIAGES. 

In  this  city,  on  the  26lh  inst.,  by  the  Rev.  Abram  Wil¬ 
liams,  Mr.  John  B.  Omens,  to  Miss  Maria  Evans,  all  of 
Uiiscity.  _ 

DEATHS. 


In  Brownville,on  the  18lh  inst.,  Mrs.  Jerusha  Torrey, 
lute  consort  of  CuiM.  Levi  Torrey,  in  the  42d  year  of  her 
uge.  Mrs.  T.  po^s.sed  many  excellent  qualities,  and 
a  character  without  blemish.  She  was  u  devoted  Chris¬ 
tian,  and  her  life  uniformly  evinced  her  sincerity.  About 
eight  years  since,  she  was  suspended  tVom  the  fellowship 
of  a  rresbyterinn  church,  for  no  other  reason  than  be¬ 
lieving  according  to  idcriplure  and  evidence,  and  inde- 
wndently  expressing  the  hone.‘<t  convictions  of  her  mind. 
No  answer  was  ever  made  to  the  able  defence  of  her 
sentiments,  which  she  furnislied  at  that  time.*  About  an 
hour  before  her  death,  she  said  to  her  husband,  “  1  have 
but  a  few  minutes  to  live,  and  I  die  rejoicing  in  tlie  full 
belief  of  the  *  restitution  of  nil  things,  which  God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since  the 
world  b^an.’”  Actsiii:  21.  Bhe  died  with  the  smile 
of  serenity  on  her  countenance,  and  the  joy  of divine  love 
in  her  heart.  Her  memory  is  engraved  in  the  hearts  of 
all  who  knew  her  moral,  social,  and  intellectual  worth. 
She  has  let?  a  worthy  companion  and  five  small  children, 
together  with  numerous  friends,  who  mourn  in  sincerity, 
but  not  without  hope.  Muy  the  God  of  consolation  sus¬ 
tain  them  in  tliis  deep  affliction.  F.  M. 

*See  Watertown  Herald  of  Salvation,  vol.  ii.  printed 
in  1&'24. 


Heli^ious  Notices. 


Br.  S.  R.  Smith  will  preach  at  Siloam  on  ihe'second 
Sunday  inst.,  in  exchange  With  Br.  D,  Biddlecom,  who 
will  preach  at  Clinton  that  day. 

Br.  Orosh  will  preach  at  Norwich  on  the  fourth  Snn- 
day  inst.,  and  will  lecture  at  5  P.  M.  at  the  schoolhouse 
near  Br.  Holmes’  in  that  vicinity. 

Br.  J.  Busknell  will  preach  at  Augusta  on  the  second 
Sunday  inst. 

The  Cayuga  Association  will  meet  at  EIbndge,  On¬ 
ondaga  county,  on  the  first  W'ednesday  and  following 
Thursday  in  ^ptember  next. 

The  Chenango  Auociation  of  Universalistsviil\  meet 
at  South  Bainhridge,  Clienango  coonty,  on  the  last  Wed- 
nestlay  in  August. 

The  Franklin  Association  will  be  holden  at  Brattle- 
boro’,  Vt.,  on  tlie  third  Wednesday  and  Thnrsdny  in 
August. 

The  Rockingham  Association  will  beholden  at  South¬ 
ampton,  N.  H.,  on  the  lost  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in 
August.  _ 


CLINTON  LIBERAL  INSTITUTE. 

The  second  quarter  of  the  Summer  term  of  the  Libe¬ 
ral  Institute,  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  the  frstdsy 
of  August.  Tlie  Ladies  SclionI  under  Miss  P.  Dean- 
Gentlemen’s,  under  Mr.  G.  R.  Perkins.  Tliese  Schools 
are  at  present  prospering, — and  under  their  respective 
teachers  will  meet  the  wishes  and  expectationsof  palrons. 


Clinton,  July  23, 
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